Surgical considerations in anal cancer.
SCC of the anus is rare; however, the surgeon is bound to encounter some of these patients during his or her career. It is important that the anatomic location and the histology be defined because the initial treatment may initially differ. Multimodality therapy is the treatment of choice in SCC of the anal canal, with surgery reserved for persistent or recurrent tumors. Multimodality therapy can be used selectively in SCC of the perianal skin, especially in large bulky tumors, followed by definitive surgery. Nevertheless, the initial treatment of perianal neoplasms is surgical therapy. In general, inguinal node metastases are treated with chemoradiation. In highly selected patients, groin dissections are performed, but this procedure is not routine.